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Factors Affecting School Support for Students in Poverty

Moeka NOMURA™ - Hiromi TODOME** - Masato NAGAYOSHI***

ABSTRACT

This study clarifies the factors that influence the school support provided to students living in poverty. We
administered an anonymous self-reporting questionnaire by mail to school nurses working at public schools in Japan's
Okinawa Prefecture. The proportion of students in poverty in Okinawa Prefecture is twice the national average. Students
in poverty were defined as those belonging to households that are beneficiaries of the Public Assistance Act, those who
qualify for financial assistance from their city/town/village's board of education based on the School Education Law, and
those who qualify for financial assistance from the prefectural board of education based on the High School Supplemental
Scholarship Fund (Grant). The degree of fulfillment of case meetings was influenced by the placement of school social
workers. There was little correlation between the degree of fulfillment and the degree of consideration. The degree of
consideration was influenced by the number of students belonging to households that received financial assistance. There
was a strong positive correlation between the number of students from households that receive financial assistance and the
total number of students in school. These results suggest that schools with a larger proportion of students from households
that receive financial assistance but have no school social workers may provide poorer support to students in poverty. To
promote school support for students in poverty, the school should be of a size that can support each eligible student, the
placement of school social workers should be expanded and the process of executing decisions of case meetings should be

examined.

* N high school in KADOKAWA DOWANGO college ** Division of Clinical and Health Education *** Niigata College of Nursing



