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The creation and characteristics of an internationally
diffused teaching strategy/material “Mystery” in

English teacher education courses:
Fostering thinking skills in geography/social studies education, curriculum
development and learning assessment

Takashi SHIMURA®

ABSTRACT

‘Mystery’ is generally understood as a teaching-learning strategy method/pedagogy developed in England in the 1990s
to develop thinking skills. It has received high evaluation internationally in the field of geography education especially and
has spread throughout the Netherlands and Germany. It is also being practiced and researched in Japan, including in the
fields of environmental education and ESD. However, the content of the original Mystery developed in England was only a
general introduction, and the process of diffusion in the country has been not mentioned. Therefore, this study examines the
specific content, the dissemination process, the development process, background, and reasons for the high evaluation of
Mystery as developed in England in the 1990s.

As a result, it became clear that it was an organized project in teacher education courses, and this project resisted the
national curriculum of the first half of the 1990s, which focused on the acquisition of factual knowledge and the transmission
of that knowledge and succeeds and develops the educational practice of the conceptual knowledge emphasis and
constructivism that existed until the 1980s.

Furthermore, the following was suggested. It is necessary to understand Mystery not only as the development of
teaching/learning methods, but also as the development of teaching/learning materials, or as an approach that combines
both curriculum development and pedagogy development, rather than simple pedagogy in the English way. This raises the
question of how to educate teachers with powerful professional knowledge who can independently and autonomously handle
both excellent teaching/learning methods and the development of teaching/learning materials.
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