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Teacher Training from Social Studies (Civics)
: Referring to the Capability Approach

Kazuyoshi NAKADAIRA*

ABSTRACT

This paper discusses teacher training in civics education, particularly in social studies subjects, in the context of the
Capability Approach. This paper discusses the inner workings of the “powerful disciplinary knowledge” required of
teachers, especially from the perspective of civics education, using the example of contracts of economic units. The
“powerful disciplinary knowledge” in civics education, using the example of contracts in the economic unit, is defined as the
principles in this field, such as the contract itself and the principle of freedom of contract. It also highlighted the necessity
of learning about the laws and regulations and systems associated with contracts. Furthermore, as the purpose of these
studies, it is necessary to form “a system of society in which everyone can live better.” As an example of how these
principles, laws, regulations, and systems can be learned, we created Vignette, teaching material for teacher training.
However, we could not examine how children perceive the Vignette. Our future task is to consider this from the children’s
perspective.
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