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Attitudes Toward English and English Teaching Among
University Students in Elementary School Teacher

Training Programs
—Based on a Comparison of Elementary Through High Schools over the Past Ten Years

Masatoshi WATANABE® - Hiromasa OHBA*

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this paper is to clarify how university students studying in elementary school teacher training programs
are aware of English and the English teaching they have received when they reflect on their past English learning just after
entering university. In particular, we report the results of an exploratory study of the influence of changes in society and
education by comparing the awareness of first-year students over the past decade. A total of 742 first-year students were
surveyed from 2013 to 2022, and the mean response of “I like English.” ranged from 3.14 to 3.77 (on a 5-point scale), with
not much change being observed. The tendency to be self-adjudged as “I am poor at English.” also remained
unchanged. Regarding the enjoyment of learning English, the average score was high in elementary school but gradually
decreased in junior high school and high school, and this trend did not change year on year. However, in addition to these
quantitative analyses, qualitative analyses based on the students’ comments revealed that individual students’ attitudes
toward English and English learning varied. With the introduction of compulsory foreign language activities in the middle
grades of elementary school and the inclusion of a foreign language as a subject in the upper grades, it may be necessary to
organize a curriculum based on the results of this study that will enable university students in elementary school teacher
training programs to not only continue learning English as a language but also develop their proficiency in English.
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